
 
 

 

Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Worship Service and Communion 

Third Sunday of Easter 

 

      April 18, 2021                                10:00 AM                                                                                                                                           



Organ Prelude:                   “Prelude #2 by J.S. Bach”                   Colin Eversley     

Welcome, Announcements, Sharing of Joys and Concerns                        Pastor                                  

*Invocation                                                                                                   pg. 77 

P/  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C/  Amen.  

 
*Confession and Forgiveness  

P/ Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C/ Amen. 

P/ If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P/ Most merciful God, 

C/ we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  

Amen. 

P/ Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C/ Amen. 
                                                   

*Gathering Hymn                      “Holy, Holy, Holy”                        LBW-165 

     Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!   

     Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

     Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!   

     God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
              

             Holy, holy, holy, all the saints adore thee,  

             Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

             Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,  

             Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 



     Holy, holy, holy, though the darkness hide thee, 

     Though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see, 

     Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,  

     Perfect in pow'r, in love and purity. 
 

            Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!   

            All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

            Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!  

            God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

 *Greeting 
P/   Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C/   Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!      
P/ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C/ And also with you. 

*The Kyrie                                                                         pg. 78-79 

A/ In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C/ Lord, have mercy. 

A/ For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C/ Lord, have mercy. 

A/ For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C/ Lord, have mercy. 

A/ For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C/ Lord, have mercy. 

A/ Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C/ Amen.  

 

*The Hymn of Praise                This is the Feast              pg. 81-82 

 P/  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

C/  Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free 

to be people of God.  Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his.  This is the feast of 

victory for our God. Alleluia. Sing with all the people of God, and 

join in the hymn of all creation:  Blessing and honor and glory 

and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is the 

feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has 

begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia. 



P/ The Lord be with you 

C/ And also with you.  
   

*Prayer of the Day                                                                       See Insert 

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be 

your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses 

to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

First Reading:                            Acts 3:12-19                                  See Insert 

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, 

describing how God’s promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. 

Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is 

offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 
 
12

[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, 

or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had 

made him walk?
13

The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 

handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to 

release him. 
14

But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to 

have a murderer given to you, 
15

and you killed the Author of life, whom 

God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 
16

And by faith in his 

name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; 

and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 

presence of all of you. 

  
17

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 

rulers. 
18

In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 

prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 
19

Repent therefore, and turn to God 

so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

      A/ The Word of the Lord. 

C/ Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading:                      1 John 3:1-7                                  See Insert 

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not 

yet know the full details of our future existence, we trust that God will 

reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 
 
1
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 

God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that 

it did not know him. 
2
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be 

has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, 



we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 
3
And all who have this 

hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

  
4
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is 

lawlessness. 
5
You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him 

there is no sin. 
6
No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either 

seen him or known him. 
7
Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone 

who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 

      A/ The Word of the Lord 

C/ Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Verse          “Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?”                  pg. 83 

 Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 

 You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 

 

*Gospel:                                 Luke 24:36b-48                                 See Insert                              

        P/   The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the 24
th

 chapter. 

        C/  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the 

minds of the disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them 

that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the 

message of repentance and forgiveness. 
36b

Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be 

with you.” 
37

They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were 

seeing a ghost. 
38

He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do 

doubts arise in your hearts? 
39

Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 

myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you 

see that I have.” 
40

And when he had said this, he showed them his hands 

and his feet. 
41

While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, 

he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 
42

They gave him a piece 

of broiled fish, 
43

and he took it and ate in their presence. 

  
44

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, 

the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45

Then he opened their 

minds to understand the scriptures, 
46

and he said to them, “Thus it is 

written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, 
47

and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 

name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
48

You are witnesses of these 

things.” 
   

       P/  The Gospel of the Lord. 



 C/   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                                          Pastor Meheret Caruthers 

 
#The Nicene Creed                                                                  pg. 84 
C/ We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made 
man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come.  Amen. 
 

 

*Prayers of Intercession                                                                   See Insert 

On this third Sunday of Easter, we pray for all in any need, responding to 

each petition with words echoing the psalm assigned for today, “Hear us 

when we call.” 

A brief silence. 

Holy and righteous God, for the church, we pray: for our own congregation, 

for the churches of all our neighbors and around the globe, and especially 

for Christians in Nigeria and wherever martyrdoms threaten. O God our 

Savior, bless your people, and have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 

For the earth we pray: for the well-being of terrains, plants, and animals 

wild and tame, for the birds, especially songbirds whose numbers are 

decreasing, and for this week’s Earth Day, that good will come from the 

worldwide observance. O God our Creator, restore your handiwork, and 

have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 



For peace we pray: for the end of warfare, terrorism, and especially for 

places of civil unrest. O God our Sovereign, bring peace to the nations, and 

have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 

For all who are sick and suffering, for those who have no access to the 

coronavirus vaccines, 

for the children afflicted with the virus variants, for everyone who fears 

receiving medical advice and assistance, for those who live with chronic 

pain, for those whose pain is known only to you, 

and especially for those we name here before you. . . . O God our Caregiver, 

heal the sick, and have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 

For ourselves, when we believe and when we doubt, and for our dear ones 

for whom we pray: 

A longer period of silence. 

O God our Comforter, hold us close, and have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 

We remember before you all the witnesses of the resurrection, the saints of 

old, those who have died by violence or by the coronavirus, and especially 

our relatives and friends. O God our Resurrection, give us life now and 

forever, and have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 

Receive these prayers into your heart of mercy for the sake of the holy and 

righteous one, Jesus Christ, our wondrous Redeemer. 

Amen. 

Offering:                            Our Gifts and Tithes 

*Music                                                                                           Colin Eversley 

 

*Offertory Hymn        “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”                         pg. 87 

Let the vineyards be fruitful Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with 

the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer. 

Grace our table with your presence and give us a foretaste of the feast to 

come. 

 

*Offertory Prayer                                                                                 pg. 87 



A/  God of love,  

      C/  you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

            Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send  

            us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved  

            Child, Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving                                                      pg. 88 

P/ The Lord be with you. 

C/ And also with you. 

P/ Lift up your hearts. 

C/ We lift them to the Lord. 

P/ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C/ It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

*Preface                                                                                            Pastor 

*Sanctus                                                                                           pg. 89 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

                                                              

*Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                                       

P/ Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on 

us and given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.  We give you thanks for the 

priceless grace you have bestowed upon us through Jesus Christ, who 

died upon the tree of Calvary and rose again to make us living 

branches, drawing our life from him and bearing fruit in all the world.  

Send your Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth and power, to renew our 

faith as we receive our crucified and risen Lord who comes to us in 

his body and blood. 

P/ In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me.  Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 

for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 

from this cup, we proclaim our Lord's death until he comes. 

C/ Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  
 

 



*The Lord's Prayer                                                                                 pg. 91 

C/  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.   Amen 
 

 

Invitation to Communion  

      P/ The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

           Receive, eat and be satisfied. 

 

*Post Communion Prayer                                                                 

A/  Wellspring of joy,  

      C/   through this meal you will put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy 

             the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, 

             that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

             through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*Benediction                                                                                    

      P/  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and  

            to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and  

            Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

     C/ Amen.  
 

*Recessional Hymn            “The Day of Resurrection”           LBW-141 

                          (sing to "Lead On, O King Eternal") 

The day of resurrection!  Earth, tell it out abroad,  

The passover of gladness, the passover of God. 

From death to life eternal, from sin's dominion free,  

Our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory. 
 

 Let hearts be purged of evil that we may see aright  

 The Lord in rays of eternal of resurrection light, 

 And list'ning to his accents, may hear, so calm and plain,  

 His own "All Hail!" and hearing, may raise the victor strain. 
 

Now let the heav'ns be joyful, let earth its song begin, 

Let all the world triumph and all that is there-in. 

Let all things, seen and unseen, their notes of gladness blend; 

For Christ the Lord has risen, our joy that has no end! 
 



 Then praise we God the Father, and praise we Christ his Son, 

 With them the Holy Spirit, eternal Three in One; 

 Till all the ransomed number fall down before the throne, 

 And honor, pow'r, and glory ascribe to God alone! 
 

*The Sending 

A/   Why are we here as a people of God? 

C/  We are here to celebrate our faith, grow in faith and in God’s 

Word, and reach out in service to our community. 

A/  Go in peace to celebrate, grow and serve!   

C/   Thanks be to God! Hallelujah!  

 

Postlude:                                 “Selected”                                 Colin Eversley                                          


