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Prelude:                  “Prelude #3 by J.S. Bach”                    Colin Eversley 

Welcome, Announcements, Sharing of Joys and Concerns              Pastor 

#Call to Worship  

P/ Gather, people of God, without fear,  

     in the shadow of the empty tomb! 

C/ Lord, I lift Your name on high! 

P/ Look, children of faith, without doubt, 

    at the wounds in his hands and his feet! 

C/ Lord, I lift Your name on high! 

P/ Worship, children of God, with joy, 

     in the presence of the risen Christ! 

C/ Lord, I lift Your name on high! 

P/ Jesus Christ is risen! 

C/ He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   
 

#Gathering Hymn:          “Faith of Our Mothers”    

1 Faith of our mothers, living still 

   In cradle song and bedtime prayer; 

   In nursery lore and fireside love, 

   Thy presence still pervades the air. 

   Faith of our mothers, living faith, 

   We will be true to thee till death. 

2 Faith of our mothers, loving faith, 

   Fount of our childhood's trust and grace, 

   Oh, may thy consecration prove 

   Source of a finer, nobler race; 

   Faith of our mothers, loving faith, 

   We will be true to thee till death. 

3 Faith of our mothers, guiding faith, 

   For youthful longing, youthful doubt, 

   How blurred our vision, blind our way, 

   Thy providential care without. 

   Faith of our mothers, guiding faith, 

   We will be true to thee till death. 



 

4 Faith of our mothers, Christian faith, 

   In truth beyond our stumbling creeds, 

   Still serve the home and save the Church, 

   And breathe thy spirit through our deeds; 

   Faith of our mothers, Christian faith, 

   We will be true to thee till death. 

 

#Opening Prayer:                                                                         See Insert 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 

understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you 

above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can 

desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

First Reading:                         Acts 10:44-48                               See Insert 

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his 

family, the Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit 

works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands 

that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 

44
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 

the word. 
45

The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 

astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 

the Gentiles, 
46

for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 

God. Then Peter said, 
47

“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 

these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 
48

So he 

ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 

invited him to stay for several days. 
 

A/ The Word of the Lord. 

C/ Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading:                        1 John 5:1-6                              See Insert 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by 

keeping God’s commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through 

military might but through love and faith. 
 

1
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, 

and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 
2
By this we know that 



 

we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. 
3
For the love of God is this, that we obey his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 
4
for 

whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that 

conquers the world, our faith. 
5
Who is it that conquers the world but the 

one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

  
6
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with 

the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one 

that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 

A/  The Word of the Lord. 

C/  Thanks Be To God. 
 

 

# Gospel Verse:             Halle, Halle, Hallelujah              WOV 612 

Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah!  Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah! 

Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah!  Hallelujah! hallelujah! 

                       1995 © Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Onelicense.net license #A-701435 
  

#Gospel:                       John 15:9-17                                     See Insert                              

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples 

to help them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of 

all his commands, that they love one another. 
 

[Jesus said:] 
9
“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in 

my love. 
10

If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 

just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 
11

I 

have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 

joy may be complete. 

  
12

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you. 
13

No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends. 
14

You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
15

I 

do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know 

what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 

made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 
16

You 

did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 

fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask 

him in my name. 
17

I am giving you these commands so that you may 

love one another.” 
 

 P/ The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C/ Thanks be to God. 

 



 

Sermon:                                                                Pastor Meheret Caruthers 

 

#The Apostles’ Creed                        pg. 84 
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
#Prayers of Intercession:                     See Insert  

We pray on this sixth Sunday of Easter for the baptized around the 

world, and for all people according to their needs, responding to each 

petition with the words “fill us with your love.” 

A brief silence. 

O triune God, we praise you for your wondrous love, for the witness of 

Christians, and for the steadfastness of believers throughout this 

pandemic. Whenever churches face hardship or challenge, strengthen us 

in affection within and between denominations. Hear us, loving God: 

fill us with your love. 
We praise you for the beauty of spring, and we stand in awe of even the 

hungry cicadas. Wherever creation is beckoning us to lives of ecological 

restraint, teach us your care of our earth. Hear us, creating God. 

fill us with your love. 
We praise you for all efforts to achieve peace throughout the world. 

Wherever violence prevails, wherever brutality silences protest, 

wherever prejudice reigns, wherever the rich oppress the poor, lead us 

and all nations into the ways of justice. Hear us, righteous God: 

fill us with your love. 
We praise you for the gradual lessening of the pandemic and for your 

gift of vaccines. Wherever the virus still rages (especially India, Turkey, 

and South America), wherever medical resources are depleted, wherever 

medical advice is rejected, extend the power of your healing hand. Be 

present with all who today will die, and visit all who are sick or 

suffering, especially . . . . Hear us, healing God: 

fill us with your love. 



 

We praise you for the loving support of mothers to their children. Bless 

mothers, stepmothers, foster mothers, godmothers, and all who give 

mothering care. Protect mothers in societies where women have few 

rights. Comfort those who grieve because they cannot mother a child. 

Wherever children are deprived of mothering, provide responsible and 

affectionate care. Hear us, mothering God: 

fill us with your love. 
We praise you for calling yourself our friend. Receive now the petitions 

of our own hearts. 

A longer period of silence. 

Hear us, dearest God: 

fill us with your love. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 

your never-ending goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Offering:                           Our Gifts and Tithes 

Music:                               “Selected”                            Colin Eversley 

 

Offertory                              “Thank You Lord”                              TFBF-293 

Thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord. 

Thank you, Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord. 

              Been so good, been so good, 

              Been so good, I just want to thank you, Lord. 

Love you, Lord, love you, Lord, 

Love you, Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord. 

 

#Offering Prayer: 

A/  God of love,  

      C/  you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

            Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

            Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

            for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

      Amen. 
 

#Confession of Sin  
P/  Let us confess our sins to God, who makes all things new. 

         Quiet time for personal reflection and confession. 



 

P/  Faithful and just God, 

C/  we confess that we are captive to doubt and fear; we have not 

loved our sisters and brothers as you have first loved us. 

Forgive us, God of mercy. Let your Holy Spirit work in us to 

change our lives and make us new, that we may know the 

abundant life given in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 
 

#Holy Communion – Our Assurance of Forgiveness 

P/  In the name of + Jesus Christ, I announce to you that your sins 

are forgiven. Let the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you 

with joy, and inspire you to live for others. 

C/ Amen. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  “Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying:  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray  

#The Lord’s Prayer 

C/  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever.  Amen 

#Invitation to Communion   

       P/ The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

           Receive, eat and be satisfied. 

 

#Communion Prayer: 

       P/ Wellspring of joy, through this meal you will put gladness in 

            our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as 

            joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 

            all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C/ Amen. 

 



 

#Closing Song:                “My Jesus I Love Thee”   BOB-168 

My Jesus, I love thee; I know thou art mine.   

For thee all the follies of sin I resign. 

My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art thou:   

If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, 'tis now. 

 

I love thee because thou hast first loved me and  

Purchased my pardon on Calvary's tree. 

I love thee for wearing the thorns on thy brow:  

 If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, 'tis now. 

 

I'll love thee in life; I will love thee in death  

And praise thee as long as thou lendest me breath. 

And say when the death dew lies cold on my brow,  

"If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, 'tis now." 

 

In mansions of glory and endless delight,  

I'll ever adore thee in heaven so bright. 

I'll sing with the glittering crown on my brow,  

"If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, 'tis now." 

                                                            1997 ©  Marantha! Music by Permission CCLI#1035169 

 

#The Blessing: 

      P/ May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

           to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, 

           Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C/ Amen. 

 

#The Sending 

 A/ Why are we here as a people of God? 

 C/  We are here to celebrate our faith, grow in faith and in God’s 

Word, and reach out in service to our community. 

 A/  Go in peace to celebrate, grow and serve!   

 C/  Thanks be to God! Hallelujah!  

 

Postlude:                              “Selected”                               Colin Eversley                              


