
                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Family Contemporary Communion 

Third Sunday in Lent 

 

March 15, 2020                             10:30 a.m. 

  



 

Prelude:                  “Prelude #13 by J.S. Bach”                  Colin Eversley  

Welcome, Announcements, Sharing of Joys and Concerns              Pastor 

#Call to Worship 
P/  God so loved the world … 
C/  that He gave us His son. 
P/  God so loved the world … 
C/  that He gave us eternal life.  
P/  God so loved the world … 
C/  that He gave us His Spirit. 
P/   Let us worship in the promise of God’s love for the world. 
C/  Amen.  

 

#Gathering Song:      “Soon and Very Soon”                     TFBF-38 

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the king,  

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the king, 

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the king.  

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the king! 

No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the king,  

No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the king, 

No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the king.  

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the king! 

No more dyin’ there we are goin’ to see the king,  

No more dyin’ there we are goin’ to see the king, 

No more dyin’ there we are goin’ to see the king. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the king! 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the king, 

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the king, 

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the king,  

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the king! 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 
Public Domain 

 

Children’s Sermon & Dismissal to Children’s Church                     Pastor                                                          

#Gathering Song:      “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”         TFBF-220 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms; 

What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 

Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 refrain:   Leaning, leaning safe and secure from all alarms; 

         Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Oh, how sweet to walk, in this pilgrim way,  



 

Leaning on the everlasting arms; 

Oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,  

Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 (refrain) 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear,  

Leaning on the everlasting arms; 

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 

Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 (refrain)                                                                        Public Domain 

 

#Opening Prayer:                                                                         See Insert 

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and 

wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the 

well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

First Reading:                  Exodus 17:1-7                               See Insert 

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the 

test, Moses cried out in desperation to God. God commanded Moses to 

strike the rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled 

question—“Is the LORD among us or not?”—received a very positive 

answer. 
1
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 

journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at 

Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 
2
The people 

quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 

them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 
3
But 

the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against 

Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 

children and livestock with thirst?” 
4
So Moses cried out to the LORD, 

“What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 

me.” 
5
The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take 

some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with 

which you struck the Nile, and go. 
6
I will be standing there in front of 

you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, 

so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of 

Israel. 
7
He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 

quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

 



 

      A/ The Word of the Lord. 

C/ Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading:                   Romans 5:1-11            See Insert 

Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here 

Paul tells us that through Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless 

sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled to God in the 

cross, we now live in hope for our final salvation. 
1
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
2
through whom we have obtained access to this grace 

in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of 

God. 
3
And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing 

that suffering produces endurance, 
4
and endurance produces character, 

and character produces hope, 
5
and hope does not disappoint us, because 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that 

has been given to us. 

  
6
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. 
7
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though 

perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 
8
But God 

proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 

us. 
9
Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his 

blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 
10

For if 

while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of 

his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by 

his life. 
11

But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 

      A/ The Word of the Lord. 

C/ Thanks be to God. 
 

#Gospel Verse                      “Thy Word is a Lamp”               TFBF 132 

     Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
Music Group by Permission CCLI#1035169 

 

#Gospel:                                 John 4:5-42                                 See Insert  

 Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. 

Her testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith. 
5
[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground 

that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
6
Jacob’s well was there, and 

Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 

  
7
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, 

“Give me a drink.” 
8
(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 

9
The 



 

Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of 

me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with 

Samaritans.) 
10

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and 

who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked 

him, and he would have given you living water.” 
11

The woman said to 

him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get 

that living water? 
12

Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us 

the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 
13

Jesus said to 

her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 
14

but those 

who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The 

water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up 

to eternal life.” 
15

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so 

that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 

  
16

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 
17

The 

woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are 

right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 
18

for you have had five husbands, 

and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is 

true!” 
19

The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 
20

Our 

ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where 

people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 
21

Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither 

on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 
22

You worship what you do not 

know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
23

But 

the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these 

to worship him. 
24

God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship 

in spirit and truth.” 
25

The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is 

coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all 

things to us.” 
26

Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to 

you.” 

  
27

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was 

speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why 

are you speaking with her?” 
28

Then the woman left her water jar and 

went back to the city. She said to the people, 
29

“Come and see a man 

who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can 

he?” 
30

They left the city and were on their way to him. 

  
31

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat 

something.” 
32

But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not 

know about.” 
33

So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has 

brought him something to eat?” 
34

Jesus said to them, “My food is to do 

the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 
35

Do you not say, 



 

‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around 

you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 
36

The reaper is 

already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that 

sower and reaper may rejoice together. 
37

For here the saying holds true, 

‘One sows and another reaps.’ 
38

I sent you to reap that for which you did 

not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 

  
39

Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the 

woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 
40

So 

when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and 

he stayed there two days. 
41

And many more believed because of his 

word. 
42

They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you 

said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that 

this is truly the Savior of the world.” 

                            

       P/  The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C/ Thanks be to God. 

Sermon:                                                                Pastor Meheret Caruthers   

#Sermon Song:         “Have Thine Own Way Lord”                TFBF-152                     

     Have thine own way, Lord!  Have thine own way!   

     Thou art the potter, I am the clay. Mold me and make  

     me after thy will, while I am waiting, yielded and still. 
  

      Have thine own way, Lord!  Have thine own way!  

      Search me and try me, Savior today! Wash me just now, 

      Lord, wash me just now, as in thy presence humbly I bow. 
 

Have thine own way, Lord!  Have thine own way!  

Wounded and weary, help me I pray! Power, all power, surely  

      is thine!  Touch me and heal me, Savior divine! 
 

      Have thine own way, Lord!  Have thine own way!   

      Hold o'er my being absolute sway.  Fill with thy Spirit  

      till all shall see Christ only, always, living in me! 
                                                                                                                                    Public Domain    

 
#Affirmation of Faith – The Apostle’s Creed                                     pg. 85 

C/ I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and, born of the virgin 

Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell. On the third day he 

rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 



 

hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and 

the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

#Prayers of Intercession:                                  See Insert 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of living water, send your church beyond boundaries to proclaim 

your grace. May its witness be a source of refreshment for thirsty souls. 

Strengthen our voices, that all people can know and believe that Jesus is 

truly the savior of the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of living water, protect from pollution or misuse all rivers, lakes, 

oceans, and streams. Bless the work of those who dig wells and those 

who advocate for access to clean water, that all people and animals have 

enough to drink. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of living water, open the hearts of leaders and authorities, that they 

hear the cries of the suffering and act with compassion toward them. 

Bring peace to disputed lands and bring reconciliation to people divided 

by race, culture, or nationality. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of living water, mend the hearts of those who grieve broken 

relationships, whether by conflict, abuse, divorce, or death. Draw near to 

all who are ill (especially). Assure those questioning your presence in the 

midst of doubt or suffering. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of living water, renew us in the promises of baptism. Join us 

together in worship, fellowship, and sharing your good news. Embolden 

us to serve others and to work for justice and peace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers 

as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



 

#Sharing Peace 

P/  May the peace of the Lord be with you always! 

C/  And also with you! 

P/ Let us share the peace of Christ. (The people greet one another 

with the words, “Peace be with you”) 

 

Offering:                          Our Gifts and Tithes 

Anthem:                              “At His Table“            Choir 

#Offering Song:          “Spirit of the Living God”                       TFBF-
101 

      Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.  

      Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

      Melt me.  Mold me.  Fill me.  Use me.   

      Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
1935 & 1963 © Moody Press by Permission CCLI#1035169 

 

#Offering Prayer: 

A/  Holy and generous host, 

      C/  you set a table where we feast as friends. 

Prepare us to witness to your goodness 

            with every gift you have given us to share, 

            that all people may know your peace 

            through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 

      Amen. 
 

#Confession of Sin 
P/  Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. 
 

Quiet time for personal reflection and confession. 
 

P/  Gracious God, 

C/  we confess that we have sinned in our thoughts, words and 

actions. Forgive us and give us strength to turn from sin 

and to serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 

#Holy Communion – Our Assurance of Forgiveness 

P/  By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us a new birth, 

and through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, + God 

forgives us all our sins.   

C/  Amen. 
 



 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 
 

In remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 

ourselves in praise and thanksgiving. Remember us in your kingdom, 

Lord, and teach us to pray, 

#The Lord’s Prayer 

C/  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever.  Amen 

#Invitation to Communion   

P/ God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. Open yourselves to 

receive it.  

C/ Amen. 
 

Communion Distribution:    The communion table is open to all baptized 

Christians who wish to receive the presence of the living Christ into their 

lives.  Small children and unbaptized adults are invited to receive a 

blessing rather than communion if they do not usually commune.  This 

can be communicated by crossing their arms to indicate that they will 

not receive the bread and wine.  You are asked to follow the usher's 

instructions, approach the altar by the center aisle, and move as far to 

your side of the church along the rail as possible to fill in the next place.  

You are invited to kneel or remain standing if kneeling is difficult.  The 

wine is available either from the large common cup or individual 

glasses.  You should indicate which by holding up two hands separated 

to receive the large cup or one hand cupped to receive the small glass.  

White grape juice is available, in individual cups, to those who would 

prefer juice instead of wine by advising communion server of your 

choice.  After you have received and consumed the bread and wine you 



 

may leave the altar in your own time, returning to your seat by the side 

aisles. Please join in singing the following songs during Communion.  

“Jesu, Jesu”                                                                                 TFBF-83 

refrain:  Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 

   Show us how to serve the neighbors we have 

from you. 

Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet, 

Master who pours out himself for them. 
(refrain)    

Neighbors are wealthy and poor, varied in color and race, 

Neighbors are nearby and far away. 

(refrain) 

These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love; 

All these are neighbors to us and you. 

(refrain) 

Kneel at the feet of our friends, silently washing their feet; 

This is the way we will live with you. 

(refrain) 
1982 ©  Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.  OneLicense.net License #A-701435 

 

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                                         WOV-731 

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light. 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near,  

When my life is almost gone. 

Hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall. 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

When the darkness appears and the night draws near  

And the day is past and gone; 

At the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand. 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

                                         1938 ©  Unichappell Music, Inc.  © renewed, admin Hal Leonard Corp.  

                                                                                                           by Permission CCLI#1035169 

 

#Post Communion Blessing                                                          Pastor 

P/  Please take the hand of someone nearby as a sign of our 

community in Christ. 



 

P/  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace. 

C/  Amen. 
 

#Post Communion Prayer: 

      A/ We thank you, living God, 

for the body and blood of your Son, 

which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike. 

            As Christ has loved us in this feast, 

            so send us to love Christ in our neighbors. 

            In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C/  Amen. 
 

#Closing Song:            “We Shall Overcome”                            TFBF-213 

We shall overcome, we shall overcome 

We shall overcome some day 

Oh, deep in our hearts, we do believe 

We shall overcome some day 

We’ll walk hand in hand, we’ll walk hand in hand 

We’ll walk hand in hand some day 

Oh, deep in our hearts, we do believe 

We’ll walk hand in hand some day 

We shall live in peace, we shall live in peace 

We shall live in peace some day 

Oh, deep in our hearts, we do believe 

We shall live in peace some day 

We shall see the Lord, we shall see the Lord 

We shall see the Lord some day 

Oh, deep in our hearts, we do believe 

We shall see the Lord some day 

We are not afraid, we are not afraid 

We are not afraid today 

Oh, deep in our hearts, we do believe 

We are not afraid today 

God is on our side, God is on our side 

God is on our side today 

Oh, deep in our hearts, we do believe  

God is on our side today 

 

#The Blessing:                                                                                   Pastor 
 

#The Sending 



 

A/ Why are we here as a people of God? 

C/  We are here to celebrate our faith, grow in faith and in God’s 

Word, and reach out in service to our community. 

A/ Go in peace to celebrate, grow and serve! 

C/ Thanks be to God!  

Postlude:  “Sonatina #5, first movement by M. Clementi”  Colin Eversley                              


